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Brisbane  Airport  Bicycle  User  Group 

P.O. Box 338 Nundah 4012   email: airportBUG@gmail.com 

 

20 September 2014 

Mr Ted Plummer 
Head of Government and Community Relations 
Sydney Airport Corporation Limited 
Locked Bag 5000 
Sydney International Airport NSW 2020 
ted.plummer@syd.com.au 

 

Dear Mr. Ted Plummer 

 

Re: Response to the T2/T3 Ground Transport Access and Hotel preliminary draft Major Development 

Plan. 

 

The Brisbane Airport Bicycle User Group (Airport BUG) is pleased to provide a submission in response to 
the 2014 draft T2/T3 Ground Transport Access and Hotel preliminary draft Major Development Plan. 
Airport BUG advocates for those wanting to use active transport to travel to and within Brisbane and 
other Australian Airports.  Airport BUG members ride bicycles to their workplaces at Brisbane Airport 
precinct. Many Airport BUG members are employed in the Aviation industry and associated businesses 
and frequently fly interstate and internationally.  Airport BUG members often travel with their bicycles to 
Australian airports when catching flights and frequently take their bicycles with them on their journeys.  
Airport BUG members find taking a bicycle on business trips provides a convenient means of transport at 
the destination and enables them to cycle for exercise and leisure when away from home. This 
submission responds to the needs to cyclists who travel to airports for work, travel and leisure.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
On behalf of the Airport Bicycle User Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitchell Bright 

Convenor  

Airport BUG 

Phone 0418767709 

email: airportbug@gmail.com    
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Foreword.  

Airport Bicycle User Group (Airport BUG) is pleased to advocate for people who want to use active 

transport (walking and cycling), to access airports in Australia for work and travel.  Active transport offers 

benefits to the user and the wider community by easing traffic congestion, reducing pollution and carbon 

emissions, and improving urban amenity and social wellbeing. Investing in active transport promotes 

physical activity which helps addresses chronic disease and obesity. Physical inactivity is estimated to 

cost the nation $13.8 billion a year [1]. With three in every five Australians now overweight or obese [2], 

obesity is now the biggest threat to public health in Australia [3]. An investment in active transport is an 

investment in the health of the community.   

Sydney Airport and local transport networks. 

Sydney Airport is a large employment precinct of about 28,000 people.  As a major employment centre, 

Sydney airport has a significant impact on local travel patterns through the volume of commuter traffic 

generated by its workforce.  

Transport makes up on average 17 per cent of Australian household expenditure [4], but this figure 

reduces with the availability of walking and cycling. The annual costs of traffic congestion to Australia’s 

economy is estimated to be $15 billion per year [5].  

The Sydney Airport T2 and T3 terminals are less than 10 km from the Sydney Central Business District and 

3 km from the nearest residential suburbs.  These are cyclable distances and the terrain in and around 

the airport is flat which makes for easy cycling and walking.   

Active transport reduces transport costs for both the user and the community. Getting more people to 

use active transport reduces the number of cars on the road and eases congestion.  Urban planners, 

transport engineers, public health professionals and governments now promote the design of 

communities and industrial estates which encourage the use of active transport [8] [9].  

Airport Roads and Bicycles  

The roads at most major airports are characterised by multilane carriageways with high speed motorised 

traffic. Traditionally airports have not considered the needs of active transport users other than access to 

and from car parks and transport stops.  Airport Masterplans have in recent years espoused support for 

active transport modes (walking and cycling) yet we are not aware of any Australian airports that have a 

bicycle plan.  

Airport Regulation and Active Transport 

Major Australian Airports are on land leased from the Federal Government and as such have an 

exemption from Local and State town planning regulations.   Developments at Australian Airports often 

do not provide for active transport users as well as similar developments outside of the airport as the 

Airport legislations does not mandate provision for active transport users. The Planning Institute of 

Australia has expressed concerns regarding the exclusion Airports have from the regulatory environment 

of the cities in which they operate [6]  

Australian airports are run by companies who are obliged to maximise returns for their shareholders.  Car 

parking is one of the most profitable areas of enterprise for airports.  This provides an incentive to 

promote motorised transportation to and within the airport. Whilst investing in active transport (walking 

and cycling) returns dividends to the individual and the community in health outcomes, pollution 

reduction and reducing traffic congestion, these are not items on an airport’s balance sheet. The 

promotion of motorised transport often comes at the expense of non-motorised transport.  



Bicycle Friendly Sydney Airport 

Sydney Airport has considered bicycle users in their provision of undercover bicycle racks at T2 and T3 

Terminals. Unfortunately these racks are fairly distance from the terminals and there are no showers in 

the T2/T3 terminal.   

The roads at Sydney Airport to access the T2/T3 terminals do not have bicycle lanes. There are few if any 

connections to off-road paths.  

A 2012 national survey, commissioned by the Heart Foundation and the Cycling Promotion Fund [7], 

found that 60 per cent of Australians have access to a bicycle, but 70 per cent of those were not 

considering cycling for transport in the near future, even though more than 50 per cent would like to. 

The biggest barriers were identified as:  unsafe road conditions; speed or volume of traffic; safety; the 

lack of bicycle lanes or trails.  

The 2014 Sydney Airport Masterplan did not report the cycling mode share to the airport but the 2009 

Masterplan indicates that it is less than 1%.   This low cycling mode share indicates that more needs to be 

done to enhance the bike friendliness of Sydney Airport.  

 

Suggestion to improve active transport at Sydney Airport. 

Airport BUG suggests the following initiatives and projects in addition to those already proposed in the 

2014 Master Plan to improve active transport at Sydney Airport.  

1. Policy initiatives: 

 Airport planning policy should mandate safe, direct and convenient pedestrian and bicycle access 

be provided to all airport terminals and business. 

 When roads at the airport are upgraded they should be made safe for all users, not just motor 

vehicles. 

 End of trip facilities should be included in all new or refurbished buildings with over 10,000 2 

ground floor area. 

 
2. Infrastructure projects: 

 End of trip facilities and safe, secure and convenient undercover bicycle parking should be 

provided for staff who work at the Terminals.  

 

 The T2 and T3 terminals should provide facilities for travellers who want to access the airport by 

bicycle and catch a flight. This would include providing secure, undercover bicycle parking and 

showers for travellers who want to ride to the airport and leave their bicycle overnight. The 

current bicycle parking at the terminal is undercover but not secure. Compared to Adelaide 

Airport, Sydney airport does not currently cater for travellers arriving by bicycle. See appendix 1 

for a comparison of Bicycle Friendliness of Australian Airports.  

3. Governance 

 Sydney Airport should develop and adopt a Bicycle Plan to guide and coordinate the bicycle 

network and facilities at the Sydney Airport into the future. 

 Transport planning at Sydney Airport should including cycling mode share targets to ensure 

continual improvement in planning and amenity for people who ride bicycles.  

 Sydney Airport should undertake counts of active transport commuters accessing the Sydney 

Airport.   These data should be publically available and used as a measure of success in 

encouraging and providing for active transport users at Sydney Airport.  
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Conclusion 
Sydney Airport needs to make significant investments in active transport infrastructure in order 

to make cycling and walking an option for everyday transport at the Sydney Airport. The T2/T3 

Ground Transport Access and Hotel preliminary draft Major Development Plan provides an 

opportunity to incorporate safe, direct and convenient access to these terminals by bicycle.  With the 

right leadership and good design and a bicycle plan, Sydney Airport could become Australia’s most 

bike-friendly airport.  
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Appendix 1 
 
Airport Bike-Friendliness Benchmarking 
(Based on a comparison of bicycle access and facilities provided at domestic terminals). 
 

Facilities Adelaide Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Darwin Perth Canberra Hobart 

Route         

Distance to 
CBD by 
bike* 

6 km 
22 min 

8 km 
35 min 

25 km 
1 h 15 min 

17 km 
1 hour 
 

12km 
40 min 

12km 
41 min 

10 km 
32 min 

21km 
1 h 20 

Distance to 
nearest 
residential 
suburb by 
bike.  

1.5 km 
5 min  
to 
Brooklyn 
Park 
 

2 km 
9 min 
to 
Mascot 

5 km 
15 min 
To 
Tullamarine 

8 km 
25 min 
to 
Nundah 

2.7 km 
8 min 
to  
Moil 

2 km 
8 min to 
Redcliffe 

5 km 
17 min 
to 
Campbell 

6 km 
23 min 
to 
Midway 
Point 

Bicycle 
access on 
airport to 
domestic 
terminal. 
 
Score 1 to 4 
Based on 
Level of 
Traffic 
Stress (LTS) 
hierarchy**. 
 

No 
specified 
bike route 
to 
terminal. 
On road 
access 
available. 
Enthused 
and 
confident 
riders 
only. Score 
1. 

No 
specified 
bike 
route to 
terminal. 
On road 
access 
available. 
Enthused 
and 
confident 
riders 
only. 
Score 1. 

No specified 
bike route to 
terminal. On 
road access 
available. 
Enthused and 
confident 
riders only. 
Score 1. 

No 
specified 
bike route 
to 
terminal. 
On road 
access 
available. 
Enthused 
and 
confident 
riders 
only. Score 
1. 

No 
specified 
bike 
route to 
terminal. 
On road 
access 
available. 
Enthused 
and 
confident 
riders 
only. 
Score 1. 

No 
specified 
bike route 
to 
terminal. 
On road 
access 
available. 
Enthused 
and 
confident 
riders 
only. Score 
1. 

No 
specified 
bike route 
to 
terminal. 
On road 
access 
available. 
Enthused 
and 
confident 
riders only. 
Score 1. 

No 
specified 
bike 
route to 
terminal. 
On road 
access 
available. 
Enthused 
and 
confident 
riders 
only. 
Score 1. 

Facilities         

Bike rack at 
terminal. 

Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No 

Secure and 
undercover 
bike racks 
suitable for 
overnight. 

Yes Yes? No No No No No No 

Lockers for 
storage of 
helmet and 
accessories. 
Price for 24 
h period for 
a medium 
locker. 

Yes 
 
$12.00 

Yes 
 
$12.00 

Yes 
 
$12.00 

Yes 
 
$12.00 

 Yes 
 
$10.00 

Yes 
 
$10.00  

No No 

Showers 
which can 
be used by 
cyclists.  

Yes T1 only Yes No. 

Showers 
not 
deemed 
convenient 
or useful 
for cyclists 

Yes No. 
Showers 
not 
deemed 
convenient 
or useful 
for cyclists 

No No 



as showers 
distant 
from bike 
parking 
and access 
to showers 
requires 
lining up 
and 
passing 
through 
security to 
access 
showers. 

as showers 
distant 
from bike 
parking 
and access 
to showers 
requires 
lining up 
and 
passing 
through 
security to 
access 
showers. 

Tools & air 
pump 

Yes No No No No No No No 

Information         

Transport 
web page of 
airport has 
information 
for access 
by bicycle. 

Yes Yes No Yes No No No No 

Airport web 
site shows 
location of 
bike rack 
and 
facilities for 
cyclists. 

Yes Yes Yes No No No No No 

Airport web 
site has 
directions 
to and from 
airport to 
city. 

Yes Yes No No No No No No 

Score 9/12 7/12 5/12 4/12 3/12 2/12 2/12 1/12 

City Adelaide Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Darwin Perth Canberra Hobart 

 *Distance and times as calculated by Google Maps bike routing.  
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** Level of Traffic Stress (LTS) 

Source: SFMTA Bicycle Strategy. San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency. 2013. 
http://sfmta.com/sites/default/files/BicycleStrategyFinal_0.pdf 

 
Level of Traffic Stress (LTS) hierarchy. 
LTS 1 – The level comfortable for all user groups, including vulnerable users (children, youths, disabled 
persons and seniors. 
LTS 2 – The level comfortable for most adults on bicycles, including beginner riders and seniors; 
experienced children and youths. 
LTS – 3 The level comfortable for most intermediate and experienced adult bicycle riders, e.g. the 
‘enthusiastic and confident’. 
LTS – 4 The level tolerated only by the ‘strong and fearless’ people on bicycles.  
 
 
Australian Airports in order of most bike friendly to least bike friendly for travellers with bikes: 
1st Adelaide 
2nd Sydney 
3rd Melbourne 
4th Brisbane 
5th Darwin 
6th Perth 
7th Canberra 
8th Hobart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secure bike storage (above) and bike assembly tool 
stand (left) at Adelaide Airport help make it Australia's 
most bike friendly airport for travellers with bikes. 

http://sfmta.com/sites/default/files/BicycleStrategyFinal_0.pdf

